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this exclWe thank the correspondents for their interest in our two recent
papers from our The Singapore Chinese Health Study1,2. While they
may be correct about the conditions imposed on the pursuit of
ﬁnancial healthcare claims in Singapore, they are misinformed
about the nature of the MediClaims inpatient discharge summary
database. The MediClaims Database is a nationwide database
hosted by the Ministry of Health, Singapore, for the purpose of
capturing all patient discharge information submitted by
accredited institutions (both public and private) regardless of
whether there are ﬁnancial claims or not3. The Ministry conducts
annual check on the MediClaims Database to ensure its complete-
ness. Hence, we believe that since total knee replacement surgery
can only be done in accredited institutions in Singapore, our
method of identifying patients for knee replacements among the
participants of the Singapore Chinese Health Study by record link-
age analysis with the MediClaims Database can be considered to be
practically complete. Even if a very small proportion of cases would
have missed in the linkage analysis, such negligible omission of
cases would not alter the observed association between smoking/
BMI and risk of TKR in our cohort study.
Furthermore, the correspondents have a misperception about
public housing policy in Singapore. Public housing through the
Housing Development Board in Singapore has provided home to
over 80% of Singapore's resident population. Approximately 90%
of these resident households own their ﬂat4. Unlike some countries
where public housing is meant only for lower income families, vast
majority of Singapore residents reside in the public housing ﬂats
that they own. During the time of recruitment, about 85% of the
population in Singapore lived in public housing ﬂats. We have
attempted to adjust for socioeconomic status by including educa-
tional level as a covariate in the multivariable models. We do not
perceive that income or housing type may have biological interac-
tion with smoking or BMI that will modify the effects of these two
exposures on the risk of TKR in our study population. Hence,
although the study has excluded a small minority of the populationca.2014.11.025, http://dx.doi.
ternational. Published by Elsevier Lcruiting those living in private housing, we do not think
usion will invalidate the extrapolation of our results and
conclusions to those who are living in private housing in the
population.
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